Senator Edward M. Kennedy      




 March 4, 2004

317 Russell Senate  Office Building
Washington, DC  20510
Dear Senator Kennedy:          
We are writing this letter as a group of concerned sportsmen from Massachusetts , requesting your help and continued support for the federally funded portion of The Merrimack River Anadromous Fish Restoration Program.  Problems for this program started to become apparent over the last few years when U.S. Fish and Wildlife employees who were assigned to the program retired, transferred or left the program, their positions were never filled and their salaries removed from the Merrimack restoration budget. Because of this, the restoration effort has started to suffer.
On February 20, 2004 a meeting of the Merrimack River Anadromous Fish Restoration Policy Committee (State and Federal Officials) was held in Manchester, New Hampshire. Questions and concerns about funding, staffing and restoration problems were raised by a delegation of concerned Massachusetts and New Hampshire Sportsmen about what was happening with the restoration efforts for the Merrimack. At this meeting a top. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service official (the program supervisor) stated that the Merrimack River restoration program was on a very low budget and at the bottom of the priority chain for U.S. Fish and Wildlife programs for funding.  
Most sadly, the Fish and Wildlife Service officials stated that they would be closing the federal salmon hatchery in Nashua within the month because they did not have enough money to pay the electric bills. A generation of broodstock salmon critical to restoration efforts on the Merrimack and all the other New England rivers will be lost if this is allowed to happen, including the Connecticut River restoration efforts.  During the course of the presentation from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, mention was made of the funding difficulties because of the current Administration’s budget priorities, particularly the $87 billion sent to help rebuild Iraq.  It is a national disgrace that efforts to restore one of the most abundant watersheds in the nation are abandoned in favor of  Middle East foreign policy considerations.  Two to three million dollars a year would make all the difference to this program, which needs to continue until we are successful in restoring the Atlantic Salmon to New England. 

Furthermore, cutbacks in the funding for the salmon program are adversely impacting the restoration of the American shad, which is hugely successful.  Given all the time and energy, and acrimony surrounding the restoration of our saltwater fisheries in the North Atlantic, which you Senator, have championed, it is absolutely unconscionable to reduce the efforts to restore the river which is a nursery ground for the forage fish that the North Atlantic Species, such as cod and haddock, depend on.  Please take whatever action is necessary and within your power, to prevent the diminishment of the restoration program.        
This announcement came as a shock and greatly upset the sportsmen’s delegation present. Most importantly, the Director of Massachusetts Fisheries and Wildlife (Mr. Wayne MacCallum),  the Director of Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (Mr. Paul Diodati), and Director of New Hampshire Fish and Game (Mr. Lee Perry)   all felt they were blindsided by this announcement. Both of these states have spent hundreds of thousands of sportsmen’s dollars in support of this program. They quickly requested to know what the logic was for this sudden and very surprising announcement but an answer was not immediately apparent and I believe it has yet to come from the Fish and Wildlife Service.

As concerned Sportsmen from Massachusetts, we call upon you, Senator Kennedy, to take whatever steps are necessary to immediately restore the funding for the Merrimack River Anadromous Fish Restoration Program and to prevent the closing of the Nashua fish hatchery.   Further, we ask that you request a formal explanation from the U.S.Fish and Wildlife Service Region 5 office at 300 Westgate Center Drive Hadley, MA01035-9589 Mr. Marvin E. Moriarty Regional Director as to why these funds are being cut? Second why personnel are not being replaced and why the restoration effort is being downsized until it is almost no longer an effective program?

At this same meeting some Fish and Wildlife funding priorities were defined and two specific projects mentioned that seem to have priority funding over the Merrimack are a hatchery that was raising disease free rainbow trout eggs and a hatchery dealing with lake trout. It is our belief that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has 4 distinct and separable charges under the Constitution and directives from the United States Congress: The Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Refuge System, The Endangered Species Programs and the restoration, protection and propagation of inter-state fisheries, especially anadromous species. We do not believe that a priority for the raising of rainbow trout eggs or the raising of lake trout should take funding priority over inter-state fish restoration projects such as the one being carried on in the Merrimack River.

It may be the belief and priority of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that the supplying of lake trout and disease free rainbow trout eggs to other states takes funding preference over funding for the Merrimack River Anadromous Fish Restoration Program. We don’t see it that way. As concerned sportsmen we believe this to be a violation of Fish and Wildlife Service mandates and a snub of the sportsmen, conservationists, and other concerned citizens of Massachusetts and New Hampshire who have labored long and hard on this restoration effort.

Senator Kennedy, please hear our concerns as constituents and request of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife an explanation as to why this is happening. We also respectfully request that you please provide us with any information you receive back from the Fish and Wildlife Service as to why this is happening; also, as to what action you can take to ensure continued federal funding for the program for this year as well as future years.

There is no doubt in the mind of our group and many other user groups that the restoration effort has made unbelievable progress for a river that was classified as one of the country’s most polluted river just 3 decades ago. This restoration effort had to write it’s own restoration plan as it went along, as a restoration effort of this magnitude had never been tried before. Please join with our nearly 10,000 Massachusetts concerned sportsmen and lend your support.

Thank you, for your time and effort on our behalf.

Sincerely,

Peter M. Schilling
Merrimack River Sport Fishery Advisory Board

5 Baker Place 
Newton, MA 02462
617-244-5126
On behalf of the almost 10,000 members of:

            ---Massachusetts/Rhode Island Council of Trout Unlimited (Gene Chague,

                    Chairman)

            ---Cape Cod Chapter, Trout Unlimited (Robert Bliss, President)

            ---Southeastern Chapter, Trout Unlimited (Roger Moore, President)

            ---Greater Boston Chapter of Trout Unlimited (Brad Voight, Chairman
            ---Nor’east Chapter, Trout Unlimited (Tom Leahy, President) 

            ---Squanatissit Chapter, Trout Unlimited (Charles Shadan, President)

---Worcester Chapter, Trout Unlimited (Tim Peterson, President)

---Taconic Chapter, Trout Unlimited (March Hoechstetter, President)

            ---Pioneer Valley Chapter, Trout Unlimited (Stanley Gula, President) 

            ---Deerfield/Millers Chapter, Trout Unlimited (Barry Coppinger, President)  
            ---New Hampshire Wildlife Federation (Ken Kreis, Sr. President)         

            ---Merrimack River Valley Trout Unlimited Chapter (Carl MacConnell, president)

---Basil Woods Trout Unlimited Chapter (Angus Boezman, president)

---Pemigewasset Valley Trout Unlimited Chapter (Todd Baldwin, president)

---Manchester Fly Fishing Association (Jay High, president)

---Nashua Fly Casters (Jerry Bernier, contact)

---Hackle & Tackle Club (Mark Favorite, president)
Enclosure: Manchester Union Leader article, 2/27/04, Page C4, “Restoration program faces gloomy future” 
